dramatically and the allowable percentage ol

Metal corrosion.

d
of sulphur lubricity, engine parts,

fuel lines and pumps are more likely to become
coked ur and subject to greater ‘wear and tear’ As
a result fuel is burnt but less efficiently, increasing
running costs.

There are many different approaches to dealing
with the aftermath of ‘diesel bug’ contamination,
most of which require a significant cost outlay to
the boat owner. By far the most economical and
proactive treatment is to ensure that the red diesel
in the fuel tank is treated consistently and
continuously throughout the boating year. The best
way to achieve this protection is to use additives
directly in to the fuel.

However, a word of caution here, the issues with
red diesel in the UK are quite specific and unless
the areas of concern are addressed in the additive
blend, the additives may be less than effective,
especially if developed outside of the UK marine
environment. There have alwazs been many types
of additives available and they have their followers
and detractors as to their necessity or efficiency
and everyone has either a favourite brand or does
not see the need for them.

greater) ol bacteria or the so-called A sampie o1 red aiesel Showing
iesel bug! Without the advantage  the formation of bacteria sludge.

red diesel. The changes are only
affecting Europe, particularly
the UK, as the USA, Australia
and Japan have their own diesel blend
specifications, which are considerably different
and hence products aligned to these markets may
only address their diesel specification problems.

The specific changes to red diesel for UK boaters
mean that the following key areas need to be
addressed. First, the additive of choice must be up
to the job and second, additional issues must not
be created.

The ideal additive should improve power and
performance and burn cleanly. It should also
enhance lubricity - compensating for sulphur
removal by lubricating internal parts, maximising
working life.

When it comes to ‘diesel bug’ biocides, it is
important to know whether your additive leaves a
residue (sludge) after full kill. If it does, this can
create new problems especially with clogged
parts and filters. Some additive manufacturers
claim that their product disperses the water
content into the diesel, but remember, water
does not burn, therefore this can reduce fuel
efficiency and create further sites for regrowth

personal choice. However, 1t must be said that, at
the present time, additives are now becoming a
necessity, rather than a personal preference.

My own boat was treated last autumn with a fuel
store additive, which meant that I did not need to
fill my tank to the brim and risk hundreds of

unds worth of diesel degrading. I also added a

el conditioner when I launched my boat last
week and was amazed that the engines started
almost as soon as | looked at them let alone turn
the keys. I could also happily say: smoke? What
smoke? And this was on twin Perkins 175 turbos
which are 40 Xears old this year.

Was I proud of this? Very much so, because our
scientists developed these products especially for
the marine industry to cope with the current
changes to red diesel in the UK. We have such faith
in them, we have now launched a complete range
under the brand name OneShot. Many more
details are available on our website and we will
happily discuss any issues you may have if you
want to call us. The most important thing though
is to take some sort of action now and not leave it
until damage has been done.

For more information
www.siriusmarine.co.uk

visit



